
Planning
A Small
Wedding



The whole purpose of a wedding is 
to unite two individuals who love 
each other and want to spend the 
rest of their life together

Planning a small intimate 
wedding!
     

Small Weddings are not a “new trend”. 
Many people have been opting for this 
more flexible and intimate experience for 
a long time.
    
(**COVID “I think what this pandemic 
has taught us, if nothing else, is that what’s 
important is getting married rather than 
the big event. Love isn’t on hold and couples 
shouldn’t wait to start their life together!

The whole purpose of a wedding is to unite 
two individuals who love each other and 
want to spend the rest of their life together,  
and the great news is that we can still do 
that this year!”)

However whether planning a wedding for 30 people or planning a wedding for 200 people, the same amount of 
time, care, and attention is needed. Sometimes small weddings that don’t rely on an all-inclusive venue actually 
require more vendor management as they have more logistics to juggle through the planning process and on the 
wedding day.

“



     
Even a small wedding should allow the couple to be present just like a wedding guest! This day is about making 
memories with their guests!  
   
What the couple shouldn’t be doing? Worrying about why the food isn’t served on time, what event is coming up 
next, or squeezing in the last few photos before the photographer has to leave.

Remind them what it is like hosting a party at your own home, maybe a birthday party or holiday gathering. Factor 
in the time spent planning prior to the celebratory day.

Think about the hours spent in the kitchen cooking and decorating your home just right. Then also the time 
playing host to your guests keeping them entertained.

It’s a lot to take on and that’s on a much smaller scale (expectation wise) than a wedding. Taking on all the 
responsibility to answer every question and put out every fire, leaves you with little to no time to be present and 
enjoy the event!

A Wedding Planner will give them back their time, Give vendor recommendations, Help save money, Bring their 
vision to life, review vendor contracts and negotiate pricing, create a realistic timeline and keep them on track, be 
the point person on the day (set up, take deliveries, oversee all vendors, tier down), Offer solutions to problems and 
execute on those solutions, work with venue coordinators, and help them enjoy their day and bring them peace of 
mind.



Why have a small wedding?  

Many couples are overwhelmed by the thought of gathering 200 of their“ nearest and dearest” together for their 
wedding day.

Eloping may be an option, but that’s not the only way to avoid the crowd. Instead, they can have all the fixings of a 
wedding, but on a much smaller scale.

We’re talking 10-20 guests, 50 max (their actual nearest and dearest, the number is entirely up to them), and all of 
the things that will make their wedding feel like their wedding. A more meaningful and personalised day. Privacy 
and exclusivity or more casual and relaxed. Keeping to a lower wedding budget or raising the per head budget for 
more food, drink and quality? Adding any other detail important the couple might decide on.

Once they have established their motivation, prioritize this as their inspiration for the big day.

     

Plan the 
wedding budget
When it comes to planning a smaller wedding budget, 
work together to figure out how much they have to spend 
in total, encourage them to think about where these funds 
are going to come from (savings, family, etc). Once they 
establish their finances, now is the time to remind them 
that hiring a wedding planner will help them work within 
these constraints.
 
Yes, you read that right – a wedding planner can save them 
money!

Though it seems a bit counter-intuitive, think about it for a second. Budgets are a concern for everyone. And a 
wedding planner, after all, is an easy-to skip expense.

But consider the many ways you; their planner will help them save money. (Not even counting saving stress, which 
you can’t put a price on).



First of all, you will only choose vendors that are within their budget. Remind them that planners are not trying to 
upsell you on everything – that’s not the interest of the planner at all.

Next, you will work with them on their must-haves and offer guidance on what can be cut or sourced more cheaply.

A bride may be so deeply invested in the planning, she may not be aware of her options. She can actually ditch the 
favors, go cheap on flowers, skip the live band if they aren’t important. 

Wedding planners may also offer savings because you can offer services typically done by other vendors. Some 
planners I’ve worked with offer addons like floral design, calligraphy/graphic design, even food service. 
 
The cost savings can add up because they are not hiring separate companies each with their own minimums. You 
might even have a bunch of signage or decor they can use!

With intimate weddings, they are also able to save a lot by utilizing an unusual venue. You’ll only find those quirky 
little venues by asking their planner!

The Guest List
Possibly the most important part of wedding planning is who to invite. With an intimate wedding, this means your 
nearest and dearest, which in some ways may be easier to decide. 

Encourage the engaged couple to agree on a number that they both feel comfortable with, and work towards that. 
Typically, a small wedding lends itself to about 40 people – that’s 20 people on each side. They need to think about 

whether they want to include ‘plus one’s’ or just in-
dividuals, and whether this extends to their close 
work colleagues, or none at all.

Finally, they will need to give some thought as to 
how they will manage friends and family not in-
vited. One of the challenges of a small wedding 
is how to manage other’s expectations. There’s no 
easy way to do this, except to be perfectly honest. 
Encourage them to explain to their friends that 
they are keeping the event very small and limiting 
the list, however they need to be prepared for the 



occasional hurt feelings.

(**Covid restrictions means venues may have allocations they have to adhere to. Explaining this may help take the 
sting out of disappointed uninvited guests)

Another way to share the day with a wider range of friends and family that are not included in their micro number 
is to look at streaming or recording the ceremony. Local wedding photographers are increasingly teaming up with 
videographers to help stream weddings via Zoom or Facebook Live for guests near and far or send it at a later date 
with a wedding announcement. It would be beneficial for you to reach out to a company in your local area that 
offers this service to be able to recommend to your engaged couple.

    

The Guest Experience
The guest experience is often richer with smaller parties, as the couple is able to spend quality time with everyone.

But, because there’s more focus on guests, it means that their experience needs to be high on the agenda too.  
  
Think about how the day will unfold, and all the touches that can be added to make it feel exclusive and special, 
that a bigger wedding party might not be able to achieve. This might be hiring a boat to take guests from the church 
or registry to the wedding venue, or it could be a private chef and sommelier that offers private tasting as part of 
the day.

     

Hire The Right Space
Fewer people on the guest list means the world is your oyster when it comes to choosing a venue with your client. 
The key to this is researching venues online and in person in advance, to ensure they work for their party size. 
 
 
Something in the beautiful outdoors is a perfect option! A great local park, field, lake, forest, or location with an 



incredible view. (Not forgetting to have a wet weather option, which is always going to be easier with a smaller 
number of guests.)

Family homes work well with a smaller group. The sentiment of having an intimate affair in a place that is mean-
ingful to the couple can be very special.

Private homes (that aren’t their own), which give you the flexibility to move between spaces and make their wed-
ding day really cost-efficient.

When it comes to the wedding reception venue, there are plenty of creative options for intimate venues.
     
Restaurants are unique spaces that have everything you need in one place. Hotel suites. Many of which have beau-
tiful indoor and outdoor spaces. Galleries, gardens, wine bars, or even nightclubs.  
(**Covid. Right now this is more important than ever. Having a small intimate group in a space large enough to 
spread out and keep social distancing in check. Long tables are so great if you want to have guests spread out but 
still feel cozy. Also, large square tables lend themselves to social distance guidelines but have a grand feel that also 
fill up a large space. The room does not need to look empty, you can fill these spaces with beautiful floral work, 
lounges for a chill out zone, a cool bar area etc)
 

 

Add personality and make your 
own rules  

One of the many reasons that couples opt for an intimate wedding is the option to break away from tradition and 
to add some personality to proceedings.

With a smaller wedding party, they have the opportunity to make the day their own. With less than 50 - 40 - 20 
guests to think about, it’s possible to create bespoke touches, and within the wedding budget.
     
This might be a designer wedding cake, their own gin club bar, or pictures of everyone attending dotted around 
the venue, Include a personal note at each guests’ seat. It could be as small as the colour scheme, to getting a film 
made that is shown on the day.

The great advantage of a small wedding is the ability to plan it on their own terms. Since the day will be kept inti-
mate, this means opting out of ‘unnecessary’ traditions. It wouldn’t look out of place to have one or no bridesmaids, 
or to forgo a large group of groomsmen. The beauty of an intimate wedding means that anything goes.  



 
**COVID restrictions means some of these personalised options are a must and can compliment an intimate/
micro wedding perfectly by choosing a menu with single- serve options based on the guests personal taste, per-
sonalised glassware for them to use and keep, all individually served.  
 
** Covid does not mean the end of the Wedding Industry by any means, yet given how rapidly COVID-19 has 
changed daily norms, industry experts and brides-to-be alike all know the outbreak has changed wedding culture 
as we know it for now.
     
It actually puts a Wedding Planner in a great position if you offer your services that include tackling all the new 
obstacles that Covid has presented. (Yet another set of stresses that your client does not need.)

Some states have even stipulated that when a wedding planner has been employed and is completing a Covid Safe 
Plan for the event - then the number of guests allowed to attend can be increased!

It’s a great idea to complete any free online courses that your government may be offering. Some of these will then 
allow you to display a badge advertising you as a “Covid safe” business.

Your Bride & Groom don’t want to be in a position that may offend their guests - The Wedding Planner will be the 
person that correspondences with their guests reminding them to only attend on the day if they are feeling well 
and are showing no symptoms of Covid or have not recently been in hot spot areas.

The wedding planner can be the one to advise their guests if they have decided that there are not going to be any 
any hugs or handshakes, and even ask people to wear gloves and masks. And on the night - The wedding planner 
can be making sure the right number of people are showing their moves on the dance floor.

It is a different time for our Industry - but not a time that will stop us - we will just evolve and continue to find 
unique ways to help beautiful people marry and make their dream day a reality.


